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“History teaches us that no civilisation has 
endured by relying solely on its might and its 

people to innovate solutions for the challenges 
that faced them. Civilisations that stopped 
learning and researching future opportunities 

of  history books,” said His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of  the UAE and 
Ruler of  Dubai, underlining the unparalleled 

building nations. 

To be sure, for this paradigm to achieve its 

solutions and implement best practices to face 

Program (UNDP), and extensive efforts by 
top-tier experts and specialists in research- and 

a reading culture in the country.

tracks the status of  reading and evaluates 
cultural development in the Arab World. It 

in their efforts to set policies that encourage 

the Arab World along six main axes: pre-
university education, higher education, technical 
vocational education and training, information 
and communications technology, economy and  
research, development and innovation.

offered stakeholders in the Arab World a 

international standards. 

region, enabling our countries to produce and 

good of  our people and future generations.
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The release of  this report comes as the Arab 

contribute to achieving sustainable human 
development in the Arab region. Over the course 

region and its theoretical foundations, to applying 
rigorous quantitative tools to monitor and evaluate 

university education; higher education; technical 
vocational education and training (TVET); 
information and communications technology 
(ICT); economy; and research, development and 
innovation (RDI). 

Arab countries. 

can help meet contemporary challenges, the Arab 
Reading Index assesses the practice of  reading in 
the lives of  people across the region. It emphasizes 
the role of  reading as an indispensable tool 

capacities, and supports innovation and creativity. 

alphabet; it is the embodiment of  the passion 

and development. Reading is a distinguishing 
feature of  developed nations that offers limitless 
opportunities for learning, providing a distinct 
advantage in an era of  unprecedented progress 
in science and technology. Reading also provides 

the means to understand ourselves, others and our 

and sustainable solutions to complex economic, 
social, political, environmental and development 
challenges.

inform decision-making processes and to support 
the development of  evidence-based policies aiming 

in the region and beyond.

The methodology adopted for the Arab Reading 

an electronic survey covering 22 Arab countries. 
In the coming years, the intention is to develop 
further tools of  study and expand their coverage 
in terms of  topics and participation. 

Despite the challenging circumstances in the 

steadfast. Its milestone achievements are a result 

the United Nations Development Programme 

Maktoum Foundation, and are guided by the 

Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister 
of  the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of  Dubai, 

yet upcoming initiatives and publications by the 
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